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What’s new on GLMD or
Point of Interest
“Silver Gold & Platinum Melt Value Calculators””

As the summer winds down and the year
is coming to an end, it is time to evaluate your
collection of finds. Hopefully you have many,
water detectorists with their gold finds and land
detectorists with their silver finds. Have you
thought about what value those finds have?
Here on the GLMDing site, we have way for you
to find out. Check out our silver, gold &
platinum melt value calculators. You can view
these calculators by selecting them from the
“Forum Quick Links” menu at top of forum
pages. Just weigh your finds and plug in the
values in the forms and hit the “Calculate”
button. Of course pricing may not be what
refineries are willing to pay but you get an idea
before sending in.

Schools:

What they never taught you.
Submitted by Doug (Diggity Doug)

Just about everyone that's ever swung a
metal detector has hunted at schools. Why?
Schools are accessible. Almost everyone has
one within a few minutes’ drive. Schools are
self replenishing. So whether it's coins, jewelry
or relics your after chances are you'll find them
at a school.

There are many different types of
schools. Public schools (elementary, middle
school, high school), colleges & universities,
Private schools (parochial, charter, vocational),
along with former schools which have been
converted for other uses (administration
buildings, adult education, career planning
centers, senior centers, MESC offices).
Although most public schools don't require
permission to detect it might be a good idea no
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Latest Detector or Acc/Mod
Released

Worn out armrest rubber

(Found this mod on

http://www.findmall.com/read.php?22,828752

Replace it with your old mouse pad rubber,
clean it up, cut to size and contact cement it on,
all it costs is contact cement, takes a few
minutes, works good, I wear them out in 2
years.

Tips from the Pros

How to make an inexpensive sand scoop.
This suggestion comes from Ken (Hikerken).

Just use an empty “Folgers” coffee container or
similar plastic jug and drill holes (slightly
smaller than a dime) in it.

Recommended Website to
Check Out

Metal-Detecting-Ghost-Towns-Of-The-East.com

Check out this site. Has lots of good info regarding
metal detecting laws various states. Listed on home
page and his “Laws & Reg’

“Metal Detecting Laws, What You Should
Know.

There are no metal detecting laws. But there
are laws of antiquity to get you in trouble. If
you love metal detecting, or you want to begin
the hobby? You need to know what and where
you can dig.”

http://www.metal-detecting-ghost-towns-of-
the-east.com/index.html

AL A (S
owns—Of—The;Eagt,com

Place or Event to Check
Out in or around Michigan

Jolly Roger Drive-In by Doug Gries

Ok it is too late to check out this location,
however there are similar places like this one in

Michigan if you do your research.

Continued on page 3...

© 2003 Keith Milford

Letters to the Editor: If you have a story or comment to add to our next newsletter, contact

editor here: webmaster@greatlakesmetaldetecting
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... Item found last Month by One of our Members, continued from page 1.

MTH club hosted their annual "Autumn Weekend Hunt” at YMCA Camp Ohiyesa in Holly
Michigan. Every year an old boy scout camp is selected for this 3 day event. Members are allowed to
detect just about anywhere on the camp grounds including their swim area. The event is held in the 1%
week of October. Several dozen silver coins were found but the best find was this very old copper
coin/token. Chuck had been hunting a small area where we were hitting mercs, rosies and silver
quarters. 1st he pulled a 1911 barber dime and then the 1850 Half-Penny which really put a smile on
his face.

... Jolly Roger Drive-In, continued from page 2.

Recently I had the opportunity to hunt the Jolly Roger drive in located near my house. The Jolly Roger
drive in was located on van born Road in Taylor Michigan. It was in operation from 1956 to 1990 when
it closed for good. I had tried once in the past
to hunt the drive in several years after it had
closed but found it impossible to dig in the
gravel lot. So for almost the next 20 years as I
would drive past I would look at the 40 foot
high trees and the tall grass until one day I
notice some construction equipment on the
location. Soon a large area of trees and gravel
had been cleared. I went home picked up the
wife and detectors and headed back to the
location for some detecting. We did talk with
the construction engineer and was given as
close of permission to hunt the location as he
could give. So with this we headed out on the
newly cleared ground and started detecting. It
wasn't long before we started finding silver.

In some cases the silver was just laying right on top
of the ground. Detecting was hard because of the
large amount of speaker wires and cables that were
buried, but if you went slowly you could pick out the _
coins. Because of the fast pace of construction detecting was very brief. They are building a charter
school due to open this fall.
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. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
... Schools, continued from page 1.

matter which school you choose to visit the principal's office (you remember that, right?) to make sure
your informed of the rules of the school grounds usage. Most schools have specific times when your
not allowed on the grounds (generally when school is in session and dusk till dawn), all Michigan
schools have a no smoking ordinance and a weapons ban (so if you use a hunting knife for a digger
you might consider another option). Many schools also have a daycare program so you might want to
check if you have to wait till it ends. For the former school sites talking to the building administrator
should suffice and you may find their hours are a lot less limited.

So which school is right for you? That answer depends on why your detecting at schools. If
your Cladman (not Richard from NC) (you all know Cladman, he's the guy that blazes into the parking
lot, leaps out detector all fired up and whips it around in a three foot path around all the playscape
equipment with his discrimination maxed so he only grabs up the dimes and quarters, never fills a hole
("it's woodchips") then jumps back in his truck off to his next elementary school.

Then there's the meticulous digger. This one usually follows Cladman onto the playscapes and
picks up the nickels, three inch deep pennies and jewelry that Cladman couldn't be troubled with. The
meticulous digger also fills all their holes and removes all their trash like a normal intelligent detectorist
would.

Next up is the jewelry detector. This one usually hunts the high schools and colleges. Why?
You want the $5 ring from the elementary school or the $300 class ring. As a side benefit they also
pick up their share of clad from the sports fields.

The last two, the silver chaser and the relic searcher, probably hunt all types of schools. As
long as the school is old. How do they know that? Research. They know that the elementary that
Cladman blitzed earlier was built decades ago or sits on property where the town's very first school was
built. They've checked old maps and photos. They know where the old play equipment used to be by
checking old yearbooks or talking to former students & teachers. They've used Historic Aerials to
locate the well worn or no longer existing paths that students used to get to school. They know where
the former bus drop-offs were and where the old baseball diamond was. They know the old college
held community events for years. The old middle school had an ice cream social for decades. The old
high school football field and bleachers used to be on the other side of the property.

So what other places might you be missing while detecting schools? The parochial school that
has a summer's end fair complete with ticket booths, carnival rides, and a beer tent. A camera might
come in handy to document where everything was for when the fair is over. Dirt parking lots and bus
drop-offs are places many pass over. A few weeks ago I found 15 quarters and 22 dimes in an 18"
wide area between the curb and fence where the kids got off the bus. No one had bothered to swing a
detector there as they rushed over it to do the playground equipment. All doors. Especially those
where students come and go most (main entry, gym doors). Any sheltered area (overhangs, large
trees) that can keep kids out of the blazing sun or a sudden rain. Along the sidelines of soccer fields
where parents sit. The end zones of the football field and the bleachers. Also much like beach
detecting knowing where people hangout the most leads to more finds. This requires a little
observation of your part. Cruise by the local high school or college. Take note of where all those that
aren't inside the building are gathered. Add it to your list of swing sites. Also look for areas that are
out of the line of sight of teachers. Those kids that aren't allowed to smoke will be there. Smoking of
course.

Finally a warning on a few things that can ruin your day. Can slaw and broken glass can do a
lot of damage. Always wear gloves. If detecting while kids are around be prepared for the curious and
the obnoxious ones. Also if detecting in high crime neighborhoods be aware of the local thugs. You
wouldn't be the first one assaulted or robbed on the playground. If the play equipment you're
detecting is built with wood be aware of the danger of arsenic poisoning. A lot of outdoor treated
lumber uses arsenic and it leeches into the woodchips. Arsenic builds in your system over time much
like mercury and lead. Several communities have had to remove their wooden play equipment
because of arsenic. Other communities have just covered over the affected area.
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Letters to the Editor:

Imagine The Finds! By Joe

No, that's not an exclamatory directive aimed at tempting your mind towards a treasure chest of
jewelry and coins. Rather, it's a directive encouraging you to use your imagination to breathe some life
into those items which have become or may seem like commonplace everyday finds to you. Just think,
some of the objects you are digging up haven't seen the light of day in 50-100+ years. You are the
first person to touch that object since it was lost or dropped! As you uncover it and scrape the last
remaining bit of soil off it, if you listen carefully, you can almost hear it take a breath. You have given
it life. It is reborn. It has a story to tell you of where it came from, who owned it, and how it got there.
Don't throw it in your pouch or apron. Take a minute and hold it in the bright light. It's a time machine,
a portal to the past, and days gone by. How do you activate it? Simple. Use your imagination. Close
your eyes, tune out the sounds around you, and step through the portal. It’s kind of like Alice through
the looking glass. Do you hear the difference in the sounds you now hear?

The sights have changed too. Did you hear the sound of the horse drawn buggy clattering down the
cobblestone road? Did you hear the horse whinny as the model T drove past? The modern stop lights
are gone. The neon signs that cluttered every corner are missing. Where are you? You find yourself in
front of that old Victorian house you just got permission to detect. You had just found a "perfect pair"
of harmonica reeds. You pulled them out of the hole where they had been buried for 90 years. You held
them up to the light, and you were transported magically through the portal. You see it all clearly now
in an instant. You know the story of how they got there. You see Ma sitting on the porch swing. Junior
and Pa are sitting on a bench out in front of that old house. Junior has his harmonica in his hand and is
excitedly telling Pa about a song he has been practicing for his girl Jenny. It's called "Sweet
Genevieve". Just then Ma calls that dinner is ready. Junior goes to slide his mouth harp into the pocket
of his jeans, but in his hurry, it glances off the side of his pocket and falls into the thick grass. Later
that evening after dinner, he looks for it in desperation, but can’t find it anywhere. He can't remember
where he dropped it. Just then, the sounds of yester year begin to slow down and fade. Objects rush
past you, and you feel yourself being transported again. You are back through the portal again, and
find yourself kneeling next to that hole you just dug still holding the harmonica reeds in your hand
against the bright sunlight. The objects have revealed their story to you. The mundane find has just
taken on a new life. You gave it one. The people and place it was attached to has come to life again.
How did it happen? You imagined the find.

This imaginary excursion was inspired by a real life incident involving a day
detecting by Larry (Pezhead). See his own account which inspired this article.

http://greatlakesmetaldetecting.com/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=1&t=13053&p=61660#p61660
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Links to our website
Home page: http://greatlakesmetaldetecting.com
Forum: http://greatlakesmetaldetecting.com/phpBB3/portal.php
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